A Day in the Life:  Rome Script

Slide 2:  Hi everyone, and welcome to class.  Today, I have a special treat for you – we are going to travel back in time!  My assistant is preparing our time machine, so as soon as he is ready, we’ll begin.

In case you are wondering, we are going 2000 years back in time to the Roman Empire.  While we are there, I want everyone to pay close attention.  This is a very expensive way to travel, so we only get one shot at it.  It looks like we are almost ready to go.  Hold on.

<<video here>>

Slide 3:  Welcome to Rome.  The year is A.D. 79.  Unfortunately, due to the challenges of time travel, we’ve arrived in Rome at 2:17am.  That’s alright, though.  Tomorrow is going to be a big day, and you’ll need your sleep.  Get some rest and I will see you in the morning.

Slide 4:  Finally, after a long trip, we are ready to explore the Empire.  You woke up this morning upstairs in a small wooden apartment.  You didn’t sleep very well due to the fact that you were worried about fire.  

When you left the building you were surprised to see that it towered almost 6 stories high!  The walls were painted with brightly colored frescoes.  In the central courtyard, you pause just long enough to enjoy the warm summer sun on your face.  You wave at a family as you walk by, noticing that they seem poor, but happy.  After a short walk, you find yourself at the forum – Rome’s downtown, if you will.
Slide 5:   <<students answer question 1 while sound plays>>

The forum is noisy and lively.  Money changers rattle their coins.  Shop owners call out to you to buy their wares.  Some people are visiting, others hurry to some unseen destination.  You see some slaves collecting urine at one shop and wonder what they’re doing.  It turns out that they use it at the laundry to wash clothes.  Suddenly, the crowd seems to be drawn to man walking down the street.  It turns out that he is a gladiator, Rome’s equivalent of a movie star.  You hurry on down the road to get some food.

Slide 6:  Along the way, you pass the temple of Saturn, one of Rome’s most important buildings.  You know that every year, around December 25, Rome hosts a wild party called Saturnalia that starts here.  You’d love to stay, but it’s nowhere near December.  And besides, you’re still hungry.
Slide 7:  Wow!  What’s this?  It’s the Circus Maximus – Rome’s main racetrack.  It’s huge!  It actually holds around 250,000 people.  As you enter the Circus Maximus, you notice people from all over the Empire – Gauls, Africans, Jews, Arabs – they’re all here.  They go crazy for their favorites.  Let’s listen in for awhile.

<<click for sound>>

You see a number of chariots racing around the track.  Each one is pulled by four horses, and boy are they flying!  They must be going about 45 mph.  
Your favorite is in the lead and you would like to make a bet, but you remember you are still hungry and decide to get going.

Slide 8:  As you leave the Circus Maximus, you meet some really nice Romans.  They tell you they are going to the bathhouse and ask you to join them.  You don’t know when you’ll get back to Rome, so you decide why not?

When you get to the bathhouse, you are amazed to find that it is not just for bathing.  There are two huge pools – one warm and one cold.  Off in one are, men are wrestling.  In another, men are sitting around socializing.   You decide to take off your clothes and jump right in the warm pool.  It turns out that slaves are outside building fires under the floor to keep the water warm.
<<students answer question 2>>
Slide 9:  After that nice relaxing bath, you’re ready to be on your way again.  Your new friends talk you into stopping at the toilets.

What a surprise when you find out that Roman toilets are very different from the ones you are used to.  For one thing, there are not dividers betweens seats.  And the person next to you just keeps talking, no matter how much you try to ignore them!  And just to make things more interesting, when you finish, there is no toilet paper.  You have to use a sponge on a stick to…um…clean yourself.  I wonder how many people have used it before… Nevermind – it’s time to go.
Slide 10:  Okay, you can’t wait anymore.  Now you’re really hungry.  As you walk through town, you come across the Roman version of McDonalds.  There are stalls everywhere that sell everything from fresh fish to ostrich to sausages.  There are some selling wine and others selling fruits and vegetables (and tons of olives).  There is lots of food and it isn’t long before you are full.  You decide to order some food of your own. You order something called “Garum” which appears to be some kind of soup with fish in it.
Slide 11:  As you sit to eat you listen to two men having some kind of conversation in Latin. You decide to listen for a while and try to figure out what they are discussing. 
<<students answer question 3 while sound plays>>

You can’t make out much but you do hear them discussing some place called the Flavian Amphitheater.  You’ve never heard of it, but it sounds like a popular place so you decide to go look for it.
Slide 12:  It’s not long before you are lost in the streets of Rome.  It’s much bigger than you expected.  You don’t mind, though, because you are enjoying the architecture.  Most of the buildings are covered in marble and there are fountains everywhere.  Even the aqueducts, which supply water for the fountains, are works of art.  Your favorite building, in fact, is called the Pantheon.  Its dome, the largest in the world, is enormous.  There is even a thirty foot hole in it to let the light in.  The Pantheon honors all the gods of the Empire.  It must have taken a long time to build.
Slide 13:  Then you see the amphitheater off in the distance.  It sure is beautiful – and BIG!  It must be about 500 feet high. 
Slide 14:  As you get closer, you see that it is covered in marble.  There are statues in each opening.  In one corner is a giant bronze statue called the Colossus.  You soon learn that THIS is the Flavian Amphitheater, but everyone just calls it by its nickname – the Colosseum.  From inside this incredible building, you hear noises and decide to investigate.

<<students answer question 4>>

Slide 15:  Once inside the Colosseum, you see what all the fuss is about.  It is as big as a modern football stadium and holds 50,000 screaming, yelling, excited people.  As you look to the floor, you see why.  Two gladiators are fighting fiercely.  One uses a net and a triton, the other a sword and shield.  People are yelling and screaming, betting on their favorite competitors.  Had you been here this morning, you may seen a hunter hunting a wild animal, a lion fight a bear, or even a lion fighting an unarmed prisoner.
Suddenly, one gladiator throws the other on the ground and looks to the crowd to decide his fate – should he kill him or let him live?  Half of the crowd signals death, pointing a thumb to their throats.  The other half wants him to live and signals by placing a thumb on top of their hands.  The Emperor (holy cow, you just noticed that the Emperor is here!) makes the final decision – and lets the gladiator live.
<<students answer question 5>>

Slide 16:  After such a long day, you decide to head home (but not before stopping for dinner at one the food stalls!)  You return to the apartment where you started the day.

Unfortunately, like I said before, this kind of travel is very expensive.  We have to return home.  I hope you had fun and will come back next year!
