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COMPARE ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY VS AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

Examine & compare the Athenian democracy system to the American democracy system.

DEMOCRACY — Comes from the Greek words demos (people) and kratos (rule). Within this system all
full citizens are allowed to have a say in the running of the government.

Athenian Democracy: American Democracy:
Introduced by the leader Cleisthenes in 508 BC ® Introduced by founding fathers in 1776 AD
Suffrage laws determine who can vote ® Suffrage laws determine who can vote
Full citizens were free men, at least 18 years old, and ® Full citizens are all people, 18 years or older, who are
the son of 2 Athenian parents. legal citizens (born in the US, born to American citizens,

Athens & surrounding land was divided into 10 tribes. or naturalized)

Athens utilized a majority vote system America’s divided into 50 states.

Votes in America usually follow a majority vote

Cut on the solid lines and fold on the dotted lines.

Glue this box down to your notebook. Glue this box down to your notebook.

Glue this box down to your notebook.
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COMPARE ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY VS AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

Cut on the solid lines and fold on the dotted lines.

Under each flap compare a different part of the American democracy system to that of the Athenian democracy system. You should have one
flap for each of the four following categories: Executive Branch, Legislative Branch, Judicial Branch, the Voters

N Glue this box down to your notebook. N
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COMPARE ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY VS AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

Examine & compare the Athenian democracy system to the American democracy system.

Athenian Democracy: American Democracy:
Executive Branch: Executive Branch:

® Strategoi, 1 per tribe, were military commanders.
® They were largely in control & implemented laws &
policies
® They could be re-elected as many times as desired.
Each term was one year.

® Answered to the Assembly

® The President, 1 total, is a law enforcement & military
commander

® He/She is largely in control & can suggest laws &
policies & also is in charge of enforcing laws

He/She can only serve two terms, each is 4 years
Answers to the Legislative & Judicial branches

Legislative Branch:

® The Boule (BOO lee) or council assisted the assembly

® Consisted of 500 members, 50 men per tribe,
chosen by lot (random drawing)

® Terms were 1 year each, and only 2 terms could be
served

Brought issues and laws to the Assembly
Ran the day to day affairs

Legislative Branch:

® Congress is divided into 2 sections & represents the
people
® House of Representatives = 435 members, voted

on by citizens. Re-elections are unlimited, & terms
are 2 years each.

@ Senate = 100 members, voted on by citizens.
Re-elections are unlimited. Terms are 6 yrs each.

® They debate, vote, & implement laws

Judicial Branch:

The legal system had public & private laws

@ Breaking public laws was dealt with through fines or
other penalties

®  Private laws could lead to trials in front of a jury

No lawyers or judges existed; people spoke for
themselves

To avoid bribery & intimidation, juries had between 200
and 501 men

® Jurors had two tokens, one meaning guilty & the
other not guilty, that they cast at the end of the
trial.

Citizens, but usually politicians, could be ostracized, or
banished, from the polis

® If a person received at least 600 votes, they were
forced to leave for 10 years

Judicial Branch:

® The legal system has misdemeanor and felony crimes

® Committing misdemeanors is usually dealt with
through fines or other penalties

®  Committing felonies could result in trials in front of
a jury
Lawyers and judges often speak for the people involved

Juries are usually limited to 12 people, which can be
sequestered to avoid bribery & intimidation

® Jurors cast votes, orally or by paper, at the end of
the trial.

@® Politicians can be impeached & made to leave political
office, but are not banished from the city or country

® People found guilty of serious crimes can be banished
from the city via imprisonment for any length of time.

The Voters:

® The Assembly consisted of all citizens
® Every citizen could speak, debate, & vote
©® Meetings were every 10 days, on a hill called Pnyx
® 600 people were required for a meeting to occur

The Voters:

® The voting public consists of all citizens
® Every citizen can speak, debate, & vote

®  Meetings are irregular & held at various locations.
Elections are held regularly & at fixed locations
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