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Everything Visual
Maps can show a lot of information in a small space. Different maps show different kinds of

information. Some maps show roads. Some show countries. Some show mountains and lakes.
Study the map on pages 4-5. Answer the questions.

1. What cities were near the Euphrates River? What cities were near the Tigris River?
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2. Why are most of the cities near one or the other of these rivers?

3. How can you tell that the land around the rivers is more fertile than the land away from the
rivers?

4. What body of water do the Tigris and Euphrates rivers empty into?

5. Which of the three major civilizations was closest to the Gulf of Persia? Which was farthest
away?

6. Which civilization built the city of Nineveh?

7. How can the map help you understand why the civilizations of Mesopotamia were invaded
and conquered so often?

8. What would be a good title for this map? Why?

© KIDS DISCOVER MESOPOTAMIA 7



Sumerians,
babylonians,
Assyrians,
and More

The history of Mesopo-
tamia is measured in
millennia rather than
centuries. The first cities
developed in the south
around 3500 B.c. For the
next three thousand years,
kingdoms rose and fell,
empires expanded and
contracted, outsiders
conquered and were
repelled. During that time,

1
three dominant civiliza-
tions held center stage at
various times: the Sumeri-
ans, the Babylonians, and
the Assyrians. In brief,
here is their story.

MAGNIFICENT MESOPOTAMIANS
Hammurabi took the throne of Baby-
lon in 1792 8.c. A skilled statesman
and warrior, he consolidated rival
kingdoms and made Babylon
the center of power. Ham-
murabi claimed that the
gods told him to write a
legal code “to make jus-
@ tice appear in the land
40 that “the atrong may
not oppress the weak.”
! Asa result, he ruled by
A a code of law that
demanded “an eye por
an eye, a tooth for a
tooth” (a principle
that appears in the
biblical book

of Exodus).

TR

This is a statue o

King Gudea, who developed
long-distance trade in timber
and metal artistry.

1792—539 B.C.

herited the ¢ Ishtar Gate, site of grand processions

The city of Baby
t

seat of a strong central government
and a grea

% g the fol

5, Ba as ofte
ed—by the Kassites and the Assyr
for example. In 612 s.c.,
ted by Chalde:
W the Medes, crushed

(605-562 B.c
to the greatest city in the
[ 5 created the 60-

A lion adorns
a wall at the
entrance to
Babylon.

=

Bronze statue of

Hammurabi, ruler

of Babylonia

1115—612 B

Warlike Assyrians are busy at work in a military camp

Babylon

C.

Assurnasirpal I

brought them to the
city o Nimrud for
display in the
world’s pirst zoo.




Bellringer 9/22/15

If | Were a Sumerian....

Free Wheelinj

Archaeologists cannot be certain of who invented the wheel. It most Mzely
developed over time from rouing logs under l'xeavy loads to wheels on axles
under chariots and carts. Still the Sumerians are credited with being the first
civilization to make wide use of the invention. People of Sumer rode in
chariots and carts and they also aclapted the wheel for use in malzing pottery.

Sumerian carts, like the one shown at lef'l:, had two
wheels fixed on an axle and were pu]]ecl l)y oxen or
other animals. The idea for such a vehicle is believed
to have come about as an offshoot of the Sumerians’

use of animals to puﬂ p]ows for farming.

The pottery w. cels used in Sumer were simplg,
rough, circular tables from one to three feet across.
They were supported a few inches from the grouncl,
pivoting on a kind of small axle in the center and
spun ]:)y hand. The pottery wheel allowed the potter
to create fine, balanced ]:)owls, pla’ces, and jugs in less time than hand

Luilcling and with far less effort.
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DIRECTIONS: Write a paragraph explaining how the Sumerians may have
developed the use the wheel. (The drawings above should be of help.)
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