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Mapmakers have to decide what to show on a map.
They can show a particular city, such as London, or they
can show a larger area, such as all of Britain. Mapmakers
do this by using a scale. A map scale is a unit of measure,
such as an inch, used to represent a distance on Earth.
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LEARN THE SKILL

1. Study the map scale. A small-scale map like the one above o
Look at the scale measure of the map. a "big picture,” but less detail.

It shows miles and kilometers.

Does the map show a lot of detail?
2. Does the map show a large area? If the map shows many details, the scz
Real distances on Earth do not change, but uses a smaller unit of measure, such 2= ;
mapmakers can use a small-scale map to miles per inch. This is a large-scale m
show a great distance per unit of measure Large-scale maps, such as the one or &
—say, 200 miles for each inch on the map. 349, show smaller areas.
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